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Intro to Independent Living 
· The Independent Living Movement believes that people with disabilities have a common history and struggle. This common ground allows us to stand together to advance political understanding of disabilities.

· Independent Living philosophy emphasizes consumer control.

· We believe that people with disabilities are the best experts on their own needs and understand how they want to take part in their communities.
· The significant underestimation of the abilities and life quality of people with disabilities has led to infringement on basic human and civil rights.
· The Independent Living Model sees the problem differently and understands disability as a construct of society.  From this perspective, the problem lies in the environment, not the individual.  

· People with disabilities do not see themselves as problems to be solved, and ask only for the same human and civil rights enjoyed by others.  

· For more information visit: National Council of Independent Living, http://www.ncil.org/about/aboutil/
